
 

Gisborne Intermediate School — ACTION WEEK — 
 

AN ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION PROGRAMME 
 

Mon 21 Sept — Thursday 23 Sept, 2010 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,                                                                                                  Tuesday 9 March 
 

Action week is designed to supplement in school learning and is in keeping with our mission which states:                    
‘Pupils at Gisborne Intermediate have the right to gain a broad, balanced education that prepares them for effective participation in society.’ 
 

One of the key functions of a quality Intermediate is to ensure that the young people in the school are exposed to a 
wide variety of learning experiences both formally and through the development of recreational and leisure pursuits.  
We wish to ensure that every single child attending this school is given every opportunity to develop to their true 
potential.  
 

Action Week is a week long programme that extends and challenges our students in a variety of different ways. It is 
an extension of our school camps which every student is expected to attend. Our goal is to develop programmes that 
challenge our children physically, socially and emotionally, while providing experiential learning. One of the main            
intentions of Action Week is for students to try new experiences. They are presented with a range of experiences 
which they choose to participate in and get to interact with students from other teams along the way. 
 

All teaching at Gisint is focused on raising student achievement. Action Week supports the development of goal             
orientated young people by providing an opportunity to set goals and achieve these and also accomplish their dreams.  
 

All children who chose activities with an associated cost will be encouraged to take an active role in raising funds.  We 
will offer a number of school wide fundraising activities, which will allow any student who is prepared to work at selling 
goods and seeking community support every opportunity to pay in full for any of the activities. Realistically achieving 
the fundraising goal and the hard work needed for this compliments the idea that setting goals and striving to achieve 
these through hard work is real life learning. The fruits of their efforts will be all the sweeter. We also provide a few 
free activities to choose from for students who do not have the ability to fundraise.  
 

This is the eighth year we have run Action Week. Children have really enjoyed the challenges that were put in front of 
them and for many students they are able to experience the activities of their first choice. Alongside this many 
children feel that the programme forces them to step outside their comfort zone. 
 

In reality some children will not be able to participate in some of the opportunities that we are offering. The school 
retains the right to select applicants based on the individual’s current in-school attitudes and their demonstrated 
ability to comply with school standards. The safety and enjoyment of other’s will not be compromised. Children who 
are not accepted for any Action Week programme or choose not to participate will be provided for within the normal 
school/class environment.  
 

In the case that a trip may be over-subscribed, preference will go to Year 8 students who have completed 
satisfactory application forms, as it does each year.  
 

We review our Action Week programme annually and this year we are implementing a few changes which we hope will 
draw students and their parents back to the core intentions of Action Week. We wish to emphasize that this                  
fun-filled week with important opportunities to learn is about: 

Trying new experiences and travelling to places students may not have had the opportunity to visit 
Setting financial goals/targets and reaching these through hard work 
Meeting new people, especially peers, who they can form positive relationships with 
Getting out of their comfort zone and meeting challenges in a supportive environment  

 

To ensure students fully appreciate the purposes behind Action Week and to assist us with the difficult job of            
selecting students for the various opportunities on offer we are requiring each student who wishes to be considered 
for an out of town experience to complete an application form. You will find this attached. 
 

We look forward to coordinating another sensational week which will meet student needs and interests.  
 

Yours faithfully, 
Don Niven                    Glen Udall 
  Principal          Action Week Coordinator 

Special Meeting — Overseas Experience — Fiji — Wednesday 17 March — 7pm 
For those students and parents interested in finding out more about the overseas experience 
to Fiji, we are holding an information evening at school on the Wed 17 March. Please feel 
free to come to the school hall at 7pm to gain a better appreciation of what is being offered. 
Interested students can also collect an information booklet from the school office.  



INITIAL “FOUR DAY” ACTIVITIES FOR ACTION WEEK  

It’s time once again to promote the opportunities on offer this year for our annual Action Week programme. These activities were 
briefly promoted at school today by classroom teachers. Some of the activities outlined below involve students traveling outside 
of the district and have a significant financial commitment involved. Students will be given opportunities and support to fundraise 
money required if they have the desire to reach their target but self-motivation will certainly be a requirement to reach some of 
the larger targets. These activities are designed for students who have had very little past experience in these activities and 
locations. Please encourage your child to try something new and not be influenced by what their friends may be doing. It’s 
about giving something new a go! Many new friends will be made along the way. We also ask you to set realistic financial goals 
with your child. Some of these activities maybe out of reach for some students and caregivers will need to negotiate options with 
their child. 

Auckland — the Polynesian capital of the world. Look at the differences 
between a rural city and a metropolitan city. Experience the thrill of the 
roller coaster at Rainbows End theme park, try skiing at Snow Planet, find 
out about how animals protect themselves at Auckland Zoo, feed the 
stingrays at Kelly Tarlton’s, visit Sky Tower and try indoor rock climbing. 
All of this and dinner out, ice skating, ten-pin bowling and finally a            
relaxing swim at Waiwera Hot Polls. It’s all here! 
 

Cost: $500                                                                             Limited to 45 students                                           

AUCKLAND ADVENTURES 

Come and ride the extensive mountain biking trails of the                              
Whakarewarewa forest in Rororua. See and ride the trails used in the                  
N-Duro mtb series, the Moonride 24 hr endurance event and the tracks of 

the NZMBA national series. Interact with local legends and see their    rid-
ing talents on display. There are over 70km of trails to explore. Soak in the 
hot pools after your rides and spend some time on the  hydro-slides. 
 

Cost: $280                                                                                 Limited to 25 students                                                                                               

ROTOVEGAS MOUNTAINBIKING 

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Do you have lots of energy and would like the 
chance to be active for a whole week? If spending time at a specialised  
Outdoor Pursuits Centre — Tui Ridge — doing such things as abseiling, 
rock climbing, shooting, archery, kayaking, orienteering, mountain biking, 
swimming and much more interests you then this trip is a must. Great 
location, great activities, great accommodation and great times guaranteed! 
 

Cost: $300                                                                               Limited to 45 students                                                                                           

OUTDOOR PURSUITS GALORE 

Enjoy the exciting opportunities in the beautiful Taupo region. A smorgasbord 
of fun filled activities including; Kayaking the Waikato River, abseiling, scenic 
trips through a pumice gorge, soaking in thermal hot pools, guided mountain 
bike ride, obstacle course challenge, Volcanic activity centre visit, prawn park 
experience, Huka Falls and a day skiing/snowboarding up the mountain!             
De Bretts hot pools and spa will be a great way to unwind! This trip is 
designed for active thrill seekers with loads of energy.  
 

Cost: $470                                                                                Limited to 45 students                                                                                                               

TU MEKE TAUPO 

If you are a positive person interested in travel, seeing the sights of the 
Capital City, learning from new experiences and enjoy having fun then this 
trip is for you! Visit Te Papa, Museum of City & Sea, Capital E                      
Soundhouse (make your own music!) and Parliament. Rollerblade along the 
wharf, test your skill on the Rock Wall, beat the teachers at Ten Pin             
Bowling, and much, much more! 
 

Cost: $440                                                                               Limited to 45 students                                                                                                 

POSITIVELY WELLINGTON 

Travel to Rotorua for an amazing experience sampling what this world      

famous destination has to offer. Visit a range of popular tourist attractions 

and have a go at the Luge, Orb, Indoor Rock Wall and Ten Pin Bowling.                

Check out Mokoia Island, a 3-D Maze and the Gondola Ride. All of this and 

so much more! 
 

Cost: $420                                                                                 Limited to 45 students                                                                                                      

ROTORUA EXPERIENCE 

Are you looking for an experience that will stimulate the mind, educate you 
and provide lots of excitement? Then you need to consider coming on our 
overseas experience to Fiji. We are looking for adventurous  people keen on 
experiencing new things and another culture. You will make new friends, 
learn new skills and have loads of fun. Life doesn’t get more exciting than 
discovering a foreign culture in an authentic environment. Come along to 
our promotional evening to find out more! (including fundraising support). 
Parents are welcome to apply too! 
 

Cost: $1,800                                                                             Limited to 28 students                                                     

OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE — Fiji 

Never been to the snow before? Keen on an adventure with a bit of a             
challenge? Then come to the mountains with us. The ultimate Skiing and 
Snowboarding experience awaits you! Carve up the mountain and take  
extreme sport to new heights. Make your choice — skiing or                           
snowboarding and enjoy 3 days on the mountain perfecting your skills. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to do something exhilarating and fun.                      
Check out www.mtruapehu.com for our 2006 & 2007 adventures! 
 

Cost:  *$550 (Skiing)     * $600 (Snowboarding-$30 refund after the trip for wrist guard-) 
Limited to 70 students                                           

SKIIING & SNOWBORADING 

For those wishing to stay in Gisborne we also offer a range of exciting opportunities. Students will get the opportunity to choose 
from the activities below. These will be in the form of one day activities, allowing students to choose a selection over 4 days,                
or some activities which run over the course of 2-4 days. The se school based activities include: 

 Jewellery Making  Movie Making  Squash  Badminton  Card Making 

 Tennis   Archery  Skateboarding  Metalwork  Cooking 

 High Ropes Course  Mask Making  Photography   Computers  Possibly more! 



 

Gisborne Intermediate School — ACTION WEEK — 
 

AN ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION PROGRAMME 
 

Mon 20 Sept — Thursday 23 Sept, 2010 

Action Week — Out of Town Choices 

If students wish to be considered for an out of town activity as part of Action Week please enter              

preferred choices on this sheet and complete the application form on the reverse. Return to school by 

Friday 19 March. You will be notified if you are successful on Tuesday 30 March. 
 

Parents must be aware of student choices and sign that they support their child’s decision and                 

endorse their reliability to fundraise the appropriate money. It also serves as permission for your child to 

travel outside of the district. 
 

NO MONEY is to be sent to school until such time as confirmation of allocation of choices has been 

sent home with individual students. Spaces will not be allocated on a first in, first served basis.  
 

Choices: 
  

A reminder that choices should be made based on: 

Destinations and activities that are new to the student 

Individual student needs and interests (not those of friends) 

The motivation and ability to fundraise the chosen target 

 

Students will be notified of allocations on Tues 30 March once application forms, teacher endorse-

ments and availability of spaces have been taken into consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Students Name: 
 

Room: 
 

Parent signature: 
 

Contact phone no:                                                                               Received at school: 
                                                                                                                        (school to complete) 

 

Note: A non-return of this form by Friday 19 March  will be taken as an indication that your child is 

happy to select a school based activity in Term 3.   
 

As with all school extra-curricula activities we must place safety as a key objective. Therefore the few 

students who are not able to make good choices about appropriate behaviour — out of town               

activities will NOT be available. It will be necessary to restrict these students to school based activities.  

 

Regards, 

Don Niven & Glen Udall 

1st Choice  

2nd Choice  

3rd Choice  

1 Auckland Adventures 

2 Rotovegas Mountainbiking  

3 Outdoor Pursuits Galore 

4 Tu Meke Taupo 

5 Positively Wellington 

6 Rotorua Experience 

7 Overseas Experience 

8 Skiing & Snowboarding 



Outline why you wish to be considered for an out of town activity for Action Week. 

The school will make available fundraising activities such as selling chocolates, lotto squares and bob-a-job sheets.  
Explain how you intend to pay the full amount for your activity. 

For safety reasons and for the enjoyment of the group only students who have an impeccable track record of behaviour 
can be taken on a trip. Describe your relationships with other people (students, teachers, parents—yours and others). 

Please tick each of the following boxes to show you have an understanding of what Action Week is about. 
 
 

Action Week Application Form for Activities Outside of  Gisborne  

Student Name:                                                                                                        Room: 

To assist us with selecting students for Action Week experiences we require the following boxes to be completed.  

 
 

I have selected my trip choices because most of the things include activities I have not tried before 

 
 

I have made my choices based on my own needs and not those of my friends 

 
 

I am looking forward to meeting new people on the trip and getting out of my comfort zone  

 
 

I can be trusted to make good decisions when I am away with teachers who might not know me well 

 
 

The school may stop me from going if my behaviour standards are not exemplary leading up to the trip 

 
 

The school and parents may help me fundraise but I need to be self-motivated to reach my financial goal 

Student Signature:                                                                                        Date: 


